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Former student of IIT-Madras
becomes its director

“The institute will find solutions to pressing problems of society”

Special Correspondent

CHENNA!L: Bhaskar Ramamur-
thi has been appointed the
new director of Indian Insti-
tute of Technology-Madras.

“The institute will contin-
ue to focus on fundamental
and translational research
given the development im-
perative of the country and
find solutions to the pressing
problems facing society,” said
the professor of electrical en-
gineering.

President Pratibha Patil, in
her capacity as Visitor of IIT-
Madras had approved the ap-
pointment of Prof Rama-
murthi. This was conveyed to
the IIT-M Board of Gover-
nors Chairman Prof M.M.
Sharma on Thursday.

“The chairman informed
me this morning. 1 will as-
sume charge on Friday morn-
ing,” the new directqr said. To
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Bhaskar Ramamurthi

him, IIT-M, along with the ol-
dest 1ITs, has to elevate itself
to the next stage in funda-
mental and translational re-
search as both were required,

It would continue to pur-
sue fundamental research
contributing to global knowl-
edge pool and leverage inno-
vation and technology to

produce visible success sto-
ries that would impact society
in a positive way in sectors
like education and agricul-
ture, ¢

“People are looking up to
the IITs to improve the qual-
ity of their lives, especially in
rural India,” Prof. Ramamur-
thi said optimistic of deliver-
ing products and solutions
suited to the inclusive growth
model of the country.

Research would also be a
major thrust area. Most of the
IITs have doubled the Ph.Ds
in the past five years but stil}
the output was modest com-
pared to that of China and
doctoral scholars were re-
quired for industry and
teaching, he pointed out.

Dean of Planning at II1T-
Madras till now, he graduated
from IIT-M in 1980 with a
B.Tech in Electronics Engi-
neering and then went on to
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pursue his M.S and a Ph.D.
from the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara, After
obtaining his doctorate, he
joined the AT&T Bell Labora-
tories in the United States
where he worked on prob-
lems in indoor wireless com-
munications and joined the
faculty=at the Department of
Electrical Engineering at
HT-Min 1986,

His research area involves
modulation and coding for
mobile communications,
wireless communication net-
works and design and imple-
mentation of wireless local
loop systems,

He isafounding member of
the Telecommunications and
Computer Networking Group
(TeNeT) that has come up
with several products like Ru-
ral ATM, medical diagnostic
kit and Indic computing to
name afew.
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SC no to joint med, engg exam

Dhananjay M ahapatra | tun

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Friday shelved an ambitious
student-friendly initiative from
the HRD ministry through the
Central Board of Secondary Edu-
cation (CBSE) proposing to inte-
orate AIPMT and AIEEE into a
single entrance test for admis-
glons to undergraduate medieal
and engineering courses.

AnSC bench which entertainesd
the CBSE's proposal and sought
views of the health ministry for
nearly a vear, dismissed the plea
saving there was nounanimity

When CBSE counselrequested
for more time to1ron out differenc-
e= with other stakeholders, the
bench said that unanimity had to
be found within the government
and the court was not the forum.

The bench had earlier appre-

clated the noble mtention to re-
lieve the students from multiple
entrance examinations, but the
health ministry had said a com-
montestformedical andenginesr-
ing courses would create confu-
z1on and chaos in the merit list.

The CBSE had said that amal-
gamation of AIPMT and AIEEE
would relieve students and their
parents of a lot of stress bhaoth
physical andfinancial.
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V5 SUNDER

UNIVERSITIES AS ROLE MODELS

ore than a decade

ago, onee went with

my family tospenda
Year visiting universities in
California and [owa in the
United States, Upon our re-
turn, my brother asked my
davghter (now a teenager bt
only about six vears old ther)
just what she liked about
America. Her perspicacious
answer was that she could
cross the road, and even walk
toschool all by herself.

(Yo only press a button,
wait for the light to turn
green, all cars stap, and you
can cross the road!y Now 1
am on the vergeof becoaming
sixty years old, am con-
strained to become increas-
ingly dependent on a wheel-
chair due to a neurological
problem, and increasingly
and myself vearning for the
Jjov of this wonderful freedom
expressed by her

Can we Indians ever hope
to crawl out of the black
hole we have dug for our-
selves with our appalling
lack of civic sense — as
witnessed by:
pMore than 0% of our driv-
ers seeing nothing wrong
with (i) driving the wrong
Way ol a one-way stheet, or
(1i) driving past a red light,
andworse still honking at the
car in front who prevents
them from doing so by stu-
pidly waiting for the light to
turn green?
¥ Brazenly getting ontof an
air-conditioned car unzip-
ping and urinating on the
side of the road?
b Tossing waste matterisuch
as the wrapper of an ice
CI'ealm cone or an empty plas-
tie bag which onececontained
potato chips) out of a car
window, and in the extreme
case, throwing domestic
garbage over the wall into
the next house?
pOna personal note, can I
hope to ever again cross
a road by myself in my
OWT eountry?

Some time ago, [ realized
that nobody is going to wave

t¥ [ still have as a research
mathematician as well as con-
tacts through friends and rel-
atives (I come from a family
of respected and distin-
eLlished musicians, scientists
and social workers) to apply
pressurewhers it might help
in order to improve the stata
of accessibility and inclusiv-
ity inoursociety. [have been
trying the following ploys:
1. Bullying the (admittedly
sympathetic and sensitive)
Director and Administration
of my own institute (IMSe,
Chennai) into enabling me
to access almost every cor-
ner of my institute with
suech satisfactory results as
to cause an Indian friend
visiting here from the Unit-
ed States to remark on the
remarkable level of wheel-
chair friendliness of IMSc.
2, Writing, as here, and ap-
pealing to people’s sense of
what is right.
3. Makingita point of going
inmy wheel-chair to various
social events and trying to
highlight the lack of sensi-
tivity in the construction of
our public facilities by mak-
ing a fuss if that seemed to
be warranted.
4. Responding to people whio
invite me to meetings of an
arcademic nature by saying I
will come (with my wheal-
chair) provided they can per-
sonally guarantee that the
glest house and venue of the
mesting [ am invited wowill
all be accessible.
5. Writing to ministers at
both central and state 1evels
about the need for addressing
concerns of accessibility
lam happy to report that
action taken as deseribadin
Ploy No. 4 above has been sat-
isfactorily successful. [ have
had very positive results in
the University of Hyderabad
(see the unofficial blog
http://heurocks. word-
press.conl’ of the VC of
UnH) and the Indian Statis-
tical Institute campus in Del-
hi — with both places hav-
ing made a few ramps just
before my visit there.

e [

from ploy No 5. While I re-
alize that the magnitude of
practical issues needing to
beresolved, before anything
can be achieved at a nation-
al lewel, ishuge, [ wish to
alaborate on something [pro-
posad to the Union minister
of urban development dur-
ing my last visit to Delhi.

As our centres of learn-
ing should be role models for
the rest of society to emu-
late, let us start by making
the campuses of all onr uni-
versities and insti tutes mod-
elsof etiquette on the road
as well as accessibility of
buildings: thus, no horns;
giving right of way to the
smaller wvehicle whereby
rights of pedestrians take
highest priority; makingall
buildings accessible to the
physically (visually, mobili-
tyv-wise, ete.) challenged.

This article is an entreaty
to the directors and VCs of
ourcentres of higher learn-
ing to accept this as a chal-
lenge to set their houses in
order and set an example.

This sugegestion is not un-
realistic; our youth are far
more conscious of the envi-
ronment and responsibility
to the fellow man than their
cynical ‘elders’.

Thereisa remarkable ‘Ac-
ress Audit Report on the In-
ternational Guesthouse’ (see
hitp:/Swewrwdu.ac insfilead-
min/ DU DUCorners pdfdn-
ternaticnal Guest House pdfi
under the project Aocessible
Uni-versity of Delhi’ by
Samarthyam (see
hitp:/ W samartlyan.org
ywhich can be taken as a
model of what to do and
how to do it. This is an
eminently implementable
sugegestion; maybe our
salvation can only come
fromm our vouth.

Professor VS Surader is a
methematician who
incidentally “works out of @
toheel-chair™ af tae Instifuie
of Mathemationl Sciences,
Chennai. (Yorrcan vead more
ahout him af the tri
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‘Faster than
light’ may be
a possibility

‘Faster than
light’ may be
a possibility?

By Jacos P KosHy
Jacob.k@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

hirring mysterious parti-

cles that are part of the
massive experiments in the
Large Hadron Collider at the
EBuropean Organization for Nu-
clear Research, known by its
French acronym CERN, may
have upset century-old laws of
physics that, among other
things, make time travel im-
possible and keep the fastest
moving objects slower than
light.

As part of ongoing experi-
ments, neutrinos, among the
most mysterious constituents
of matter, were sent through
the ground from CERN on the
Franco-Swiss border towards
the Gran Sasso laboratory
732km away in Italy. Strangely,
they seemed to show up nano-
seconds earlier than they were
supposed to. )

“When an experiment finds
an apparently unbelievable re-
sult and can find no artefact of
the measurement to account
for it, it’s normal procedure to
invite broader scrutiny, and
this is exactly what the OPERA
collaboration is doing, it's
good  scientific  practice,”

TURN TO PAGE 2P
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CERN research director Sergio
Bertolucci said in a press
statement. “If this measure-
ment is confirmed, it might
change our view of physics,
but we need to be sure that
there are no other, more mun-
dane, explanations. That will
require independent measure-
ments,” OPERA refers to the
Oscillation Project with Emul-
sion-tRacking Apparatus, the
name of the experiment.

Naba Mondal, a particle
physicist at the Tata Institute
of Fundamental Research in
Mumbai, said though the re-
sults were unprecedented, a
more conclusive understand-
ing of the phenomena would
begin unfurling over the next
three months,

“These are results that shake
the foundations of physics. But
the Fermilab (an underground
laboratory in Illinois, the US,
dedicated to neutrino studies)
will perform independent
evaluations. That should
hopefully be out in the next
three or four months and give
us a clearer view of any experi-
mental errors,” he said.

Experimental errors may
creep in from the inherent un-
certainties in measurement
methods to evaluate neutrino
speeds, according to scientists
associated with the experi-
ment. “We have established
synchronization between
CERN and Gran Sasso that
gives us nanosecond accuracy,
and we've measured the dis-
tance between the two sites to
20 centimetres,” said Dario
Autiero, among the research-

ers involved in the study. “Al-
though our measurements
have low systematic uncer-
tainty and high statistical ac-
curacy, and we place great
confidence in our results,
we're looking forward to com-
paring them with those from
other experiments.”

The intriguing results were
put up on arxiv.org, a respect-
able online repository of parti-
cle physics experiments that
allows experts from across the
world to review and evaluate
the results of experiments. Re-
search results that stand these
tests then make their way to
formal published journals.

The OPERA experiment was
inaugurated in 2006, with the
main goal of studying how
neutrinos morph into various
avatars as they travel through
space. According to Einstein's
theories, the faster a particle
travels, the heavier it becomes,
and as it approaches the speed
of light, it becomes infinitely
heavier., However, neutrinos
are strange quirky offshoots of
the formation of matter that
were initially thought to be
massless, and travelling at the
speed of light. However, for
even neutrinos to travel faster
than light—at 380,000 km per
second—was still a theoretical
impossibility.

Mondal added CERN experi-
ments weren't really looking
for neutrinos. “This is almost
like an accidental discovery.
That is what makes this so sut-
prising. Because a consortium
of scientists has evaluated the
data over months, chances of
them making a mistake are ex-
tremely slim,” he said.
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IIM-C to tap
corporates

for funds

Indo-Aslan News Service
Chennai, Sept. 23

The Indian Institute of
Management-Calcutta (JIM-
C) is planning to tap Indian
corporates for funds to com-
plete some of its infrastructu-
ral  projects  following
increased intake of students
over the last three years.

“The student intake has
gone up. This year the total
intake is around 450 stu-
dents, Earlier, the intake was
around 260 students,” IIM-C
Director, Mr Shekhar Chaud-
huri, said.

“We are building around
530,000 sq ft of new facility.
Half of the project is over. We
have built 14 classrooms out
of 19 planned. Two new hos-
tels are under construction.
The total project outlay is
around Rs 195 crote,” he add-
ed. He said the institute had
decided to approach corpo-
rates for Rs 50 crore to com-
plete the infrastructural
projects.

The Dean, Prof Sougata
Ray, said: “We have spent
from our internal accruals
and our corpus. We would
like to have some balance in
our corpus built over the
years and hence the decision
to tap the corporates.” - -

Institute officials said cor-
porate philanthropy for high-
er education in India was not
popular though some Indian
groups had made donations
to foreign unjversities. “Mak-
ing donations to foreign busi-
nessschoolsby Indian groups
may also be a brand-building
strategy,” an official said. .

Speaking of finances, Mr
Chaudhuri said the institute
was self-sufficient in funds
generation and has not re-
ceived any funds from the
Government since 2003 for
day-to-day activities.

“Qur revenue is around Rs
100 crore. We are earning
good revenue - around Rs 30
crore - from our long dura-
tion corporate training pro-
gramme,” Mr Chaudhuri
said.
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II'T-B students defer protest

M SARASWATHY is amove that is detested by students.

& DISHA KANWAR One student said, “It is totally non sense to include social sciences in IIT
Mumbai/New Dethi, 23 September entrance. For engineering, logical and analytical brains are required. Those

interested in social sciences can pursue it separately.” He also added that
STUDENTS of the Indian Institute of Technology, rather than providing poor brilliant students with free ITT coaching so that
Bombay, (IIT Bombay) have plarned aseriesofnon-  they can also clear it, Sibal is destroying the already institutionalized pat-
violent protests against the IIT Council’snewad-  tern of exam doing away with even the elite brilliant students,
mission proposal. A boycott of classes, initially
planned for September 23, has now been postponed
toOctober 14. .

Agroup callediitians.org on social networking -
site Facebook is spearheading the protests. “Weare |
requesting not just the ITTs, but also students of class- |
es 11 and 12 from other colleges, professors and

* teachers to join our protest,” said an ITT student as-
sociated with the group. The group’s main concern
is that the quality of IITs would be affected by the
new proposal and lead to an untested selection
process.

Other IITs have not been actively involved in the
movement due to the fact that their examinations
are on and their placement season is approaching.
“Thave supported the cause on Facebook, but can-
not go beyond that due to the ongoing examinations,”
said an ITT Kharagpur student.

Though IIT Delhi has not registered any official
protest, scrapping of IIT-JEE is the talk across the
campus.

“We will boycott classes. We may alsoresort to
wearing black shirts and not having mess food as a
partof our non-violent protests. The protests will
continue until the necessary changes are made. We
want to send a strong message to the ITT Council,”
said an IIT-Bombay student who did not wish tobe
named.

The much-debated proposals of the ITT Couneil
chaired by Human Resource Development Minis-
ter Kapil Sibal, which include scrapping of the ITT-
JEE examination, having a common entrance test
and giving equal weight to Class XII board exami-
nation results, will be implemented from 2013-14.

AnTIT Bombay student said: “The move that has
been introduced is definitely not the best one. There
are very few people who are interested in engi-
neering. A special aptitude is clearly required for
getting into an II'T, which cannot be achieved mere-
ly by scoring good marks in Class XII. The new sys-
tem s also not free of problems.”

The alumni, too, have been involved in the
protests. “Examinaticns are going onin several
IITs and that is why it was pushed out to October
14, The call is for boycotting classrooms in spirit;
the classes can still be held in ground, labs, people
can give exams, study for exams, study outside
class room. We and the students will be writing
mails to all professors, MP, MLAs, seniors, gov-
ernment and any email/address we can get hold
of. Our goal is to avoid confrontation, the govern-
ment can fix their mistakes. They did not consult
the best brains and neither did they take apoll cn
what people want,” said an ex-IIT Kharagpur stu-
dent associated with the protests.

The sentiment shared by most of the students s
that as IIT JEE is an application based exam in syn-
chronization with engineering requirement, giving
75 per cent weightage to X1I exam which is more of
arote learning will impact the kind of student intake.
Theinclusion of social science subjects like history,
geography etc in the Scholastic Aptitude Test(SAT)
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13 students
fined 325k each
for ragging

Prafulla Marpakwar | T

Mumbai: The Government
Medical College in Anrangabad
has fined 12 final vear students
k=250 eachforragginga fresh-
e1, iInwhat might be the firstsuch
case of itsliind inMaharashtra.

The 13 seniors were accused
of forcing the wictim to play
cricket with them in the rain de-
spite hisrepeated entreaties and
protests, A day later; he tool seri-
ously il An inquiry into the in-
cident found the 12 MBBES stu-
dents suiltv of ragging.

“On receiving a complaint,
we instituted a probe as per the
puidelines prescribed under the
anti-ragging act,” said college
dean K 8 Bhopale. “After it was
confirmed that the student was
rageed, we fined each guilty =e-
nior Rs 25,000 and banned them
from participating in cultural
activities.,” The father com-
plained in writing to Bhopale,
whoset upa panel to probe the al-
legation. The Medical Council of
India prescribes arangeof puni-
shmentscontingentonthe gravi-
ty of the offence. Among the pe-
nalties are suspension from
classes, rustication for one to
four semesters and a fine of Rs
25,000 and Rs1 lakh.
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